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Lake Tapps Integrated Aquatic Vegetation Management Plan Page 5 


Lake Tapps has a surface area of 2,750 acres with the capacity to impound 46,700 acre-feet of 
water. The maximum depth is 80 feet with a mean depth of roughly 25 feet (Figure 4). The lake has 
approximately 45 miles of complex shoreline characterized by numerous islands and peninsulas. 
To form Lake Tapps, thirteen dikes were constructed around four existing lakes (Tapps, Kirtley, 
Crawford, and Church Lakes), explaining some of its shoreline complexity.  


 
Figure 4.  Lake Tapps Bathymetry (Source: Ecology 1995) 


Approximately 1,500 residences are immediately adjacent to Lake Tapps with about 5,050 within ¼ 
mile of the lake. Much of the shoreline is characterized by cobble and gravel sediment bars with 
extensive armoring and numerous private boat launches (Figure 5). Silty sediment is more 
common to backwater areas and channels between islands (Figure 6).  


 


 
Figure 5.  Typical Shoreline Armoring and Exposed Littoral Zone during Drawdown 









