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Lake Tapps Reservoir Water Rights and Supply Project
Notice of Availability and Request for Comments on
Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Subject:

To Whom It May Concern:

This Notice of Availability and Request for Comments on Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (Draft EIS) has been prepared for the Lake Tapps Reservoir Water Rights and
Supply Project (Project) in compliance with the Washington State Environmental Policy Act
(SEPA) under Chapter 43.21C RCW. Cascade Water Alliance (Cascade) is the project
proponent and lead agency.

An Environmental Checklist was prepared for the Project in June 2008. Following review of
the Environmental Checklist, the Cascade SEPA Official determined that the Project could
have a significant adverse impact on the environment and that an EIS would be required. A
Determination of Significance and Request for Comments on Scope of EIS were issued on
June 30, 2008.

In February 2008, Cascade’s Board of Directors approved an Asset Purchase Agreement with
Puget Sound Energy for the acquisition of Lake Tapps Reservoir, associated White River
Hydroelectric Project facilities, and the following associated water rights and applications:
three municipal water rights applications (S2-29920, R2-29935, and S2-29934), a pre-code
water right claim, and a change/transfer application (CS2-160822CL) (collectively known as
the “Applications”). On December 18, 2009, the purchase and sale under the Asset Purchase
Agreement was completed.

The Proposed Action is for Cascade’s Board of Directors to approve Cascade’s operation of
the Project and to request approval by the Washington State Department of Ecology
(Ecology) of the Applications.

The three basic elements of the Project operation are as follows:

e Cascade would divert water from the White River into Lake Tapps Reservoir, store water
in, and withdraw water from the reservoir for municipal water supply purposes.

e Cascade would operate the Project in a manner to provide enhanced flows in the White
River consistent with the 2008 White River Management Agreement with the Puyallup
Tribe of Indians and the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe.

e Cascade would operate the Project to store water and maintain the levels of Lake Tapps
Reservoir to support recreation consistent with 2009 Agreement Regarding Lake Tapps
Between Cascade Water Alliance and the Lake Tapps Community.
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More specifically, and as described in Table 1-1 of the Draft EIS, Ecology’s approval of the
Applications would permit the following:

1. Cascade would divert water from the White River into Lake Tapps Reservoir at an
average annual rate of up to 75 cubic feet per second (cfs) (54,300 acre-feet per year) for
municipal, industrial, and commercial water supply purposes'. Cascade would divert
water from the White River at a maximum instantaneous rate of up to 1,000 cfs (this
maximum rate would vary by season and would be lower at other times of the year).

2. Cascade would store up to 46,700 acre-feet of water in Lake Tapps Reservoir for
municipal, industrial, and commercial water supply purposes. :

3. Cascade would withdraw water from Lake Tapps Reservoir at an average annual rate of
up to 75 cfs (54,300 acre-feet per year) for municipal, industrial, and commercial water
supply purposes. Cascade would withdraw water from Lake Tapps Reservoir at a
maximum instantaneous rate of 135 cfs.

4. Cascade would divert water from the White River, store water in Lake Tapps Reservoir,
and release water through the tailrace canal back to the White River in support of the
following purposes: hydropower and other beneficial uses including recreational reservoir
levels; winter reservoir levels; fish and wildlife habitat protection and enhancement; and
maintenance of water quality for recreational purposes in the reservoir and to meet other
regulatory requirements. For example, these other beneficial uses include operation of
the sedimentation basins, operation of the fish screens and fish bypass pipeline, Spring
Refill of Lake Tapps Reservoir, and maintenance of water surface elevations in Lake
Tapps Reservoir for recreation purposes.

The Draft EIS examines the Proposed Action and the No Action Alternative.

Comments on the Draft EIS are invited and should be postmarked or e-mailed on or before
March 15, 2010. Written comments should be addressed to:

Michael A. Gagliardo, Director of Planning
Cascade Water Alliance

11400 SE 8th Street, Suite 440

Bellevue, WA 98004
contact@cascadewater.org

Sincerely,

i

Director of Planning

Enclosures

' As fully described in Chapter 13 of the Draft EIS, the average flow rate of 75 cfs may be increased to an average flow rate of 82 cfs. The 7
cfs is referred to as “Regional Reserved Water”. The Regional Reserved Water would not alter or affect the environmental analysis described
in the Draft EIS.























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































